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MELT-INDIA EXTERNAL NEXUS USING
INNOCENTS AS COVER FOR OPERATIONS

Even though a small portion of the farming community appeared to be unhappy with the three farm laws. their agitation was

labelled as a national farmers’ protest by media, both domestic and international. This has misled
policymakers in multiple countries into believing that the agitation taking place on the Delhi borde

MADHAY HALAPAT
MEW DELKI

Minister Narendra D. Modi
scrap the three farm laws

AT
Frut} Thighly valued in
India for their service

and dedication to the na-
ticmal interest, The agitation
laumched in the final months
of 2020 with the declared

passed late last yesr involved
anly volunteers from a par-
ficularstate heforea trickle
of support came in subse-
quent weelks from a few other
states (including Tamil Nadu,
where the Congress-aligned

DM is strong). Despite the
fact that only a small portion
of the farmin g community in
the country appeared to be
unhappy with the three farm
laws passed last year, their
agitation was labellec as ana-
tiomal “Farmers’ protest™ by
miechia, both domestic as well
as international. This has

misled several influencers
and policymakersin multiple
cotmtries into believing that
the agilation taking place on
the Delhi border is pan-In-
dlian in seope. This mischar-
acterisation has remained
uneomected alroad, so faras
the media is concerned. The
ather characteristic is thal

it i not only just food grain
cultivators of a single state
and a smaller number from
4 fewother states whoareac-
tive in fuelling the protests,
A prominent role is getting
played by the “mortia:”, the
trader-moneylenders who
stand (o lose onee they lose
the monopoly over produce

TOP OF SATURDAY

WE ARE
ENHANCING
CLOUD-BASED
INFRASTRUCTURE:
PMMODI

NEWOELHI: Whis acdress-

ing the Diamond Jubiles of the
High Ceurtaf Gu aeat, thmugh
idgo conferen dng, Prime
Mirister Marardra Mod sad on
Baturday: “To make our justice
systamn Fuburs-ready, uss of
artific et intelligence 1pincrease
afficiency and speed cf judiary,
thadatmanirhar carmpagnic
aing to play an important mis
in ths. Wi areenhancing cloud-
basad infrastructurs thatwill noe
only enhanog 'ea e of juctics bt
alznerhance ‘sase otliving of

thi peoplo in tho coundry”. The
P =aid thar 1he Gujarst HC has
cut an wamplew thyidaocore
ferercing, judgmentzand ardars
were uploaded o thaireabeing
aridsithe oddown GajarstHD
becama the firct for broadzastng
Gaurt procesdingsihe. he added

‘HAVE GIVEN TIME
TOGOVTTILL
20CTTOREPEAL
FARM LAWS'

WEWDELHI: Bharztiya Kisan
Urin [BEL] lsacer Raeash Tikat
on Saturdiy said that hey have
chien tims fa the Cantral coverre
ment bl 2 Deiober tg resobve the
engairg B rm awsissue adding
tha Brmerswll et reum e
thar hamas unless ha thres
new farimLaws ara regested.
Spaaking 2t tha Chanpur probast
site, Tikzit said,

Flying colours

Indian Air Foree Sarang helicopter and a Suryvakiran aerobatie team
aireraft perform during the Aero Incdia 2021 air show at Yelahanka
airbase in Bengaluru, on Wednesday, REUTERS | SAMUEL RAJKUMAR
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Pak-China waging
psy-war on India on
social media, India’s
counter missing

tirm ta b govarn mart il Qe
ber2to repesl e laws Alter this,
wewil] da urthzr planning We
'L hold discussions with th
covsrmment under aressrs,

"SOME PROGRESS
DURING MILITARY
TALKS IN LADAKH

VILIAYAWADA: Nire rownds of

m L kary camimarde-level & ke
hawe bean hield betasan hndia
=nd Chirs meer tha stard = in
eactern Ladakhard though
S0 pregress has besn made, i
Isnet asituation where thereisa
isihla expression ol that on tha
ground, External Affains Minister
& dashankar said onSatuniay
Hy o talks are

MEW DELHI

“The pastfewweeks' incidents
triggered by entities sitting
ia, have brought

Ticiale, Pakistan, which
was “way ahead” of lndia
when i comes to carrying
out py-wars on gocial me-
din platforms, had become
more pﬂtent asit was now

losely with China,

the country’s security agen-
cies are facing when it comes
tocountering the “anti-lndia®
peychological warfare orpsy-
war being fought on social
media platforms, especially
Twitter.

The Sumday Guardion spoloe
o people in different intelli-
genwe agencies, who agresd
that Indian capabilities to
l.lJlll]lt‘l" let abone mount an

2 eompliated iszus’ and talks
will continue. He said therewas.
2 reazcriwiy the MEA macted

10 the remiarks of some celebri-
Hias in relation o tha farmars
protests, addng that the teelkn’
cass, which iz being probed by
police, has revea ked 2 Lot

charge against the
pey-war that it was facing,
were “extremely weak” and
that India was at least 10
years" behind its bwo main
adversaries, Pakistan and
China.

According o these of-

which was l’undung mulfi-
ple anti-India operations on
social media, with the latest
heing the farmers' protest. to
impact negatively opinions
and emations regarding the
Indian state, bhoth insideand

outside India.
Aveording to intelligence
ageney officials, they have
found sufficient proof that
{he entire anti-government
campaign that was being
carried out on Twilter—
which became big after for-
vign based celebrities tos
endorsed the “farmers’ pro-
test™—was part of a move-
ment that was set in mo-
mP17

FUTURE FORWARD

thal has heen enjoyed hy
thvem il o, Another prof-
lem that vexes them is the
need to register themseles
under the Income-Tax and
GST laws even where their
grainbusiness is concerned,
Tillnow, the income stream
of the “aartipas” from han-
dling farm produce went

BIG TECH, BIG PROBLEM

almost entirely unrecorded.
GIW.'I'I lhermrl'ml' nature of

reral influence
is pan-Indian in scope.

s and

ing coming under the fax
seanner. However, a mod-

thep preseribed
under these laws, combined
with the manner in which
laws and accompanying
regulations have been used
v corrupt officials tocol lect
bribes, il i not surprising
that the “aartijes™ are resist-

ETTHECOTOmY i that
transsctions get recorded
fully and accurately, and it
is to be hoped that the Min-
istry of Finance will, in the
next round of fax proposals,
give up the obslinate stand

mP15

Google continues
to give platform to
Khalistani elements

ARHINANDAN MISHRA
HEW DELHI

Even though Google had
claimed that it had removed
pro-Khalistani applications
from iis platfonm in Novem-
ber 2009 followinga request
from the Punjah state gov-
ernment, the same are still
available for downloac, an
investigation by The Sun-
dey Guardian has revealed,
‘Wiorse, as the analysis of this
app revealed, it was “updat-
ed” in Movember 2019, indi-
cating that it was never really
taken down from Google's
platform.

India, Japan should ensure
Indo-Pacific peace: Japan’s
ex Defence Minister

“The Quad members
West I-_'1|1" pean conntr
ithana

framewo

JAGANNATH PANDA

HEW DELHI

Professor Satoshi Morimo-
to, former Defence Minister
of Japan; and Ch ellor,
“Takushoku University, Ja
pan. speaks to The Senday
Guardian.

{: How do you zee Fafans
Juture seeurity putlook un-
der Prime Minister Yochibide

fook lilee that the spread cf
Covid-1 will finish anytime
=aon in 2021, 1f will be cru-
izl when the hertd aogurined
immunity starts funetion-
g hecause of vaceination
to overcome this on-going
Covid-19 crisis. Since the
Iast year, this pandenic has
badly affected the interna-
tional exchange of people
mndgoads. Eeonemmie perfor-

considerinviting
i security

timssm‘l\ﬂsthemmecf
fiood surpply and healtheare
support, and the deteriora-
tion of public security in
many countries.

0 Hogr do you 200 the cirrrent
US-Clina tealry, and bow Fa-
et e Prime Minizter Sugn
i fo strengthen fls security
ez dn Aszia and beyond?

4: In this glebal context,
China ard Russia pose seri-

Sugn? Do yeu think a peditical  mance and dip iractivi-  ouschall andanxieties

d inrecent tiesal T L toneighbouring couniries
times o make Fapans security  Domestic politics of various  and regions due to their he-
ottiaaf maore respansible and  countries tends fo bemvand-  gernonic expansionist policy,
responsive? How shewld Fapen  kooking, Advanced countries  backed by strong military

Jramote poitical conserisu to
atrengthen ifssecurity and mili-
tary o

4: The pandemic erisis of
Cowid-19 has causer] serious
suffering all over the world
sinee early 2020, It doesn't

are shuggish in international
coordination and coopera-
tiom s well. International
development assistance to
developing countries is se-
versly stagnatecl, Asa result,
it leads to quite serious site-

powver. Russia attempts as-
sertive military interven-
tiong in Eastern Europe
{such as Ulraine) and in the
Middle East (suchas Syria)
to expand Russian spheres

mPI7

Also, 2 website, run by the
samepeople who arebehind
the mobile app, and which
had comeon the radar of the
mtelligence agencies follow-
mg which it was "banned”
from being aceessed from
India, is accessible by us-
ing easily available proxy
servers, Thus it defeats the
whole purpose of Govern-
mentof India and the Pargab
state povernment of keeping
it out of the reach of gullible
youths

The app, *2020 Sikh ref-
erendum”, and the website,
“yes2khalistan.org®, were
bathaceessble for downloacd

IMPORTANT ELECTION

and registeringas on 6 Janu-
ary (check screershot),

As porintelligenee agmey
officials, both these plat-
forms are heing managed
by people associated with
“sikhs for Justice™ (SF]), a
UK baged Khalistani group,
which has been accused of
in the couniry. Its name has
cropped up in the recent
protests thatare happening
inand around Delhi as well,

The Ministry of Home Af-
faies, by its 10 July 2019 noti-
fieation, had declared 5F] to
be an unlawful association

mP1s

BJP READY WITH
HIGH-VOLTAGE
CAMPAIGN FOR BENGAL

DIEYENDU MONDAL
KOLKATA

‘With less than a month to
#o before the West Bengal
Aszgembly elections are an-
nounced, the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party is going all guns
blaging info the ebection cam-

paign from next week asde—

president Dilip Ghosh on 2
Fehruary, also saw the at-
tenelamee of newly inducted
leaders such as Suvendu
Adhikari and Rajib Banerjee.
Apart from them, national
general secretary of the party
anc Bengal observer, Kailash
Vijayvargiva, national vice
president, Mukul Roy, na-

eided at the eors ljoi Y
meeting held by the sepior  organisation, Shivprakash,
party leadership carlier this — national secretary and co-
week in Mew Delhi, incharge of Bengal. Arvind

A ling aware  Menon, leo present in
ofthe detailsof the mesting  the mesting.

that was held in the national
capital. the B] P has chalked
out a detailerd roadmap for
the election campaigning
that it will undertakie to cor-
ner the Trinamool Congress
in the stale, which it sees as
the main opponent in the
ing elsots

The plans diseussed in
the core committee meet-
ing of the BJP included the
“Parivartan Rath Yatra®,
which started cm Saturday
as the BJP believes that this
Rath yatra, which will pass
rhmugimll the 204 Aszem-

‘The core commities meet-
ing of the BIP leadership,
which was held at the New
Dielhi residence of state B|P

Fihe sinte,
\\|I1 ereate a momentum for
the BIF.
According tosources in the
P
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FIRST PAPERLESS BUDGET BASED ON
PILLARS OF GROWTH

PARUL JOLLY & SACHIN VASUDEVA
NEW DELH!

ased on the six pil-
lars for the growth
of economy i.e. (1)

Health and Well Being, (2)
Infrastructure, (3) Inchasive
Dievelopment, {(4) Human
Capital, i3) Innovation and
Ré&D and (6) Maximum
governance and mininmm
government, the Finance
Minister presented the first
ever paperless budget on 1
February 2021. The budg-
et was presented on the
back of an unprecedented
year which saw the Indian
economy contract by 77%.

changes- giving legislative
recognition to exemption forr
LTC Cash Scheme, extend-
iy deduction of inferest on
levam for first time horme buy-
ers for one more year and
relaxation o senfor citizens
in respect of filing of return
of iweome subject to certain
conditions. Additional tax li-
ability by way of restricting
the tax-free income is pro-
posed to be imposed on the
individuals who pay premi-
urn ofmore than Rs 250000
ina year fora ULIP orcon-
tribute towards provident
fund in excess offRs 250,000
inavear

Last year, faceless assess-

Though the taxpayers were  ments and appeals were in-

aware of the fiscal situation, ﬁmed,iins year‘s Budge’r
he fons among ax-

pay 9|~z were high in fEl‘I’IF a faceless 1m'nme Tax &p—
of a reduction in tax rates  pellate Tribunal to simplify
or enhancement of exemp- thea'prﬁllaieprnc:?dure All
tions/dedue tions atleast on (if gramited) before
account of medical expens-  the ITAT are now proposed
e&, but no such change has  tolake place over video con-
been anmounced. Whilethe  ferencing, The TTAT, being
tax rates have been kept the  the final fact-finding au-
samie, 3 irend of reversing  thority and entrusted with
High Court/Suy Cowt  a quasi-judicial function
judgmentswhichare favour- — eannot work faceless, The

able to the taxpayer which
hitherto was common bt
was discontinued by the pre-
sent government since nny
yearshas seen arevival. This
is avery disturhing featureof
this budget.

On the personal tax front,
there are only a few positive

FUTURE FORVVARD

principal of natural justice
also requires a proper hiesr-
ing lo be given to the parties.
By making the TPAT faceless
the importance of this great
institution is being under-
mined. In fact, it would be
better the position of the
CIT(A) is merged with the

Union Finance Ministar Nirmal;

2021-22 in Lok Sabha in N

DheLhi on Monday. ANI

ITAT as one single appel-
late authority, Why should
the taxpayer be made to go
through two stages of Tace-
less appellate authorities?
Further, to limit prolonged
uncertainty of disputes,
there are varions messures
propesed including consti-
tution of Board for Advance
rulings, constitution of
Dispute Resolution Com-
mittee. With the massive
technological upgrade in
the Department where the
processes under the Act are
moving tewards becoming
faceless andjurisdictionless,
the time taken to complete
such processes has greatly
reduced and therefore the
timelines for filing belated
rmlrn. reviser rr'!urrl and

have been redurced by three
months and for reopening
tax assessments the limit has
been reduced to three vears
and in exceptional cases to
10 years.

In an attempt toim-
provecomphianee, the Budg-
et has also proposed higher
tax rates for non-filers of
income taoe returns, This re-
sponsibility has been thrust
upan the tax decluctor as he
has to now find cut whether
the deductes has filed his re-
turmn of income for the past
twoyearsor not, Ifsuch a re-
turn has not been filed, then
the deductor would have to

a levy by way of TCS was
introduced on sale of goods.
A specified buyer is now
mandated to deduct tax @@
0% from the consideration
paid for purchase of goods
where the payment exceeds
Tts 50 lalkhs. This particular
amendment will increase
the compliance burden of
the taxpayers. Collection of
tax by way of TDE seems to
be the simplest form of col-
lectionby the Governmentas
responsibility is cast on the
trxpayer and in case of non-
compliance the taxpayer is
saddled with interest and
penalty, 5o he has no choice

deduct tax at a higher rate.  butto comply.

The scope of TDS has been I‘1w Budgel has unssttled
further and has ion for many
now been extended toeven  years and that too in many
purchaseofgoods, Last year  aspects by amending the Low

fior e

India, Japan should ensure Indo-Pacific
peace: Japan’s ex Defence Minister

CONTRUEDFROMPL o f §nflu-
ence, On the
Indo-Pacific side,
Far East Russia.

China, amd North Koreakeep

on expanding their military

activities in East Asia. The

Trump administration at-

tempted to stop China's in-

tefligence activities in the Us
from stealing sensitive high-
technology, information,
and property rights to in-
erense China'’s advantage in
the area of high-technology,

PLA exparuls their military

activities in maritime and air

space. Befjing also seeks ac-
cees to varions countries like
island countries in the Inclo-

Pacific region by using their

financial loans, investments,

Tribery, intinyidation, ete. In

this strategic conlext, the

United States has been pro-

moting the Free and Open

Indo-Pacific Stategy. Japan

has agreed with this FOLP

cancept and cooperates with
the U18, based on the Japan-

U5 alliance. In addition,

Australia, India, Japan, and

the US hove been develop-

ing the Quad security dia-

Iogue to advance the POIP

strategy. Meanwhile, Beging

expresses their opposition to
baoth the FOTPand the Quad.

: What are the prospects of

[I8-Yajvan security tes under

Dresident Yo Biden and Prime

Minister Suga? Do yoi see the

selistionsship between the | S and

Feapan wrill strengthen further

ervneler those sy leaderstafs?

A: The Biden administra-

tion aims to put emphasis

on international coopera-
tion and America’s alliance
partnership to recover US
credibility and reliability in
the world. T agree with this
policy direction. On the
other hand, American soci-
ety has been seriously frag-
mented. IC will be Biden's

top priority o repair and
rebuild the social cohesion
of the United States, So far
it is not so certain to which
direction the Biden ad-
ministration’s Indo-Pacific
Strategy will actually mave
forward. There are two fun-
damental questions. Fiest. if
Biden's China policy would
seek for the cooperation
and compromise with Chi-
na through their strategic
dialoguie as the Ohama ad-
ministration did, then Biden
nuight repeat Chama's mis-
iakes agnin. The LIS engage-
mert pohn with Chinaasa
bl

ey taleehalder™

Professar Satashi Morimoto, farmer Detencs Minister of Japan

engagement policy would
most probably give oppor-
ftunistic advan tages to China
and Russia.

O Hoiw do pou see the progects
af Oead in Indo-Pacific post
Ehinzs dhe? Do pou aee Fapan
will fike bo militariz the Quad
irocess?

A: The Quad concept is a
key strategy for realising
peace and prosperity in the
Indo-Pacific region. In re-
cent years, the Quad security
& i

of Bejjing. On the contrary,
these Chinese behaviours
push the Quad security co-
aperation much closer,

“The Quad framework iz a
Foreign Minister-level se-
curity dialegue at this time.
This Crumd framework is ex-
pected to step up toa sun-
mit-level security dialogue
framewaork. Furthermore,
the Quad should build a
nad-based security frame-
work to support countries
af Southeast and Southwest
Asia by promoting vari-
OUS SECUTILY copperations:
defence equipment coop-
eration, capacity-building
measures, joint training,
and joint exercise, If thess
joint security coopers
meastres are properiy
plemented, then the Quad
framework will become the
key pillars of regional peace
and security in the Indo-
Pacific.

03 What is the prospect of Cuad

1 h
making progress for two
reasores, First, China's pro-
vocative attemnpts led to the
China-India border conflict

failed to stop China's as-
serlive expansion after all.
Second, Riden's new Indo-
Pacifie strategy might take
a new approach, lased on
more inclusive allies and
partners, which are differ-
ent from the FOIP. None-
theless, Biden will continue
o take the Chead coneept
serionsly, It would he the
best outeome if this kind of
Biden's new inclusive part-
nership approach could
discourage the hegemonic
expansion of China and
Pussin. Otherwise, if Bider's
new approach seels for the
coexistence and coprosper-
ity with China and Russia
Iy further compromise and
reconciliation. then Biden's

last year. It is appreciated
that Trudian Prime Minister
Marendra Modi's leadership
deals with Ch Provo-
cations by self-restrained
respomse and deferrence,
Second, China's bullying
pressures on Australia leacls
to the deterioration of Aus-
tralian public pereeptions
of Ch It is apparently
against infernational trade
rules that Beijing put high
trade pressures on Ausiral-
ian export markets such as
harley, beef, wine, and iron
ore by mtradur:mg mas-
sive tariff, striet control or
sane tions. Befjings coercive
approaches to Mew Delhi
and Canberra are due to the
strategic mismanagement

turning into Quad

n‘us? Wt specific interest Fo-

freean Bl zvithy regine to tie O

Phuz narvative? How do yow see
= 4

Reciprocal Access Agree-
ment (Japan-Australia RAA
similar to Status of Forces
Agreement), Major Euro-
pean countries also join the
Indo-Pacific regional secu-
rity. In this vear, 2021, UK
will deploy its sirerafi career
“Cueen Elizabeth” to Asia.
Germany alsosends its frig-
ate warship to Asia. France,
Germany, Taly, and the UK
havealreacty published their
Indo-Pacific strategy. The
Quad members should con-
siderinviting these Wist Fu-
ropean countries to join the
Quad security frameworlk
with an affiliate member-
ship slatus,
Qs Whkat rode do you expect ln-
diate play? How ds yeti azsesz
e flutnre of IndiaSpan ticz fn
anapialy changing goo-political
encironment?
Az In this strategic context,
1f any serious situation
in the foreseeabl

to override juid {'the
High Courts and the Apex
Court. One such amend-
mentis todeny depreciation
om poodwill which is bitter
pill to swallow for corpo-
rates. The Supreme Court
had held that goochwill aris-
ing on amalgamation is eli-
wible for depreciation. This
ammendrment would § i
the M&A activity in the
country and is a retrograde

interpretation has also been
sidefined hy amending the
taw to prowvide that even if
there isa detay of one day in
deposit of the employes eom-
tribution then the deduction
shall not be allowed to the
employer.

Finanee Act, 2020 had
expanded ihe scope of the
Equalisation Levy (EL) to
cover non-resident e-com-
merce operators making

step. Also, at the same time,  supplies of goods/services
it has created more ambigy-  in India. The provisions cre-
ity regarding depreciation ated a lot of confusion and
emotheri ihies ke dis- t with existing

Aribartion networds, customer
list ete. 17 this was intended
ferbea budget for promoting
mvestments, then this pro-
posed amendment s contra-
ry to the inlent of the budg-
et, Another aspect worth
mentioning is the proposed
change i in the pm'wluru fm'
re

provisions in the Act. Budget
2021 has proposed various
clarifications to clear theam-
Tiguity such as excluding the
income that is already taxed
s rovaltyorfees from tech-
nical servicesfrom the pur-
view of the EL. However, the
pmptsed clarification as to
of ‘pnline sale

Here again the position of
lawwhichis bl.t!].&f.l in terms
of interpretation has been
corapletely altered. By un-
settling the settled position
more litigation will happen.
The Horble Supreme Court
along with many other High
Courts had held that em-
ployee contribution of PF
and EST even if deposited
after the due date as men-
tioned in the respective Acts
buthefore the filing of the
return of ineome, woulkd be
allowed as adeduetion. This

ANTI-INDIA BLITZ

of goods” and ‘online provi-
sion of services’, makes the
ambit of the EL much wider.
With utmest humility, this
is neither efficient nor will
it enable investiments as was
expounded by the Hon'ble
FM in her speech that the
tax proposals will achieve
ihe aforesaid ohjectives. On
the contrary, it will pul the
Country on the harlfoot.

In the GST Act as well an
Apex Court ruling has been
negated by amending the
‘seope of supply” retrospec-

tively from 1* July 2017, The
Apex Court had held that
services provided by a club
to its members are nothing
‘but serviees to self and out-
side the levy oftax, However,
the proposed amendment
seeks to override the said
decision. Another extreme-
ly important amendment is
proposed in the GST regime.
1t is proposed toamend the
law to provide that input
credit cannot be availed till
the time the vendor/supphi-
er has not uploaded the in-
woices by filing the return of
putward supplies in GSTR-1
or using the Invoice Fur-
nishing Facility (IFF} even
though the entity mighthave
paid the GST to its vendor/
supphien.

Besides being paper|ess
this budget is also unique
in there being hardly any
pogitive tax proposals in
the budget. Few aspecis
worth mentioning are that
the Budget secds to increase
the threshold for tax-audit,
increases the safe harhour
limit in respect of sale of in-
movable properties, expand
the incentives for TFSC in
the GIFT cityand also does
away with the reguirement
of a GST andit.

{The ailors Parad Folly and
Sachin Vasudeva are pariners
at SCV & Co, LLE Chartered
Accountantz)

Pak-China waging psy-war
on India on social media,
India’s counter missing

CONTHUEDFROMPT  tion & Few

H months ago and

was "definitely”
not organic or
sponianeotes.

“Pakistan is perpetnally
erggaged in awar with India.
Bince it cannot win a con-
ventional war against India,
it, for the last 10-15 vears, has
foeused on strengthening its
hold on psy-warfare, And
due to this, it is at this stage,
miles ahead of India when it
comes Lo tsing Twilter-like
platforms to dent India's soft
power image Unfortunately,
the people in our organiza-
tivns, who are supposed to
connter such hybrid versions
of pay-war, are ‘old” and have
noinkling of what to do and
how to do it. Their version
of taking an offensive action
against adversary countries
is restricted To organizing

s-attacks on Twitter

future, it would probably
oeeur in Lhe !Ilﬂnllﬂlt’a’.]"'
splieres of the So

Sea anud the Easi
{including Taiwan and the

Ch 2 Iy -
dor President Xi Finping? How
should Telye cape with it in co-
afreration aith the 1S and ather
Duad parmers?

A:In recent years, major Eu-
ropean counlries keep much
interest in the Indo-Pacific
region and send their naval
and air force to the region.
The LIS, Japan, Canads, Aus-
tralia and MNew Zealand join
together toensure the imple
mentation of the relevant UN
Serurity Couneil resolutions
on Morth Korea in address-
ingg illicit maritime activities
and ship-to-ship transfers.
Canberra and
Tokyn ave also talkingahout
Japan's escort of Austral-
ian force and the conclu-
sicm of the Japan-Australia

Senkaku Islands of Japan).
Tt should be nated that In-
din's robe is critical to main-
tain peace and stability in
the Inde-Pacifie region. No
other eountry but India can
ensure the freedom and se-
curity of navigation in the
Indian Ocean. Japan and
India shonld worls together
to overcome this current
Cowviel-19 risis, and then re-
double our efforts to ensure
the peace and stability of the
Tndao-Parific in closer mﬁp

eration, and to mai

handles whoare engaged in
anti-India rhetorie,” a sendor
official witha decades old in-
telligenee unit todd The Sun-
day Guardian,

Arcording to another old
nand with an intelligence
ageney, Palistan, in the last
three-four years, hadinvest-
ed ‘massively” (the money
for such investment had
comne from Ching) on build-
mga slmﬂg ne rwm'}; ofd.o

Imran Khanwith Xilinping.

cyher support that is com-
ing from Pakistan-based 1P
handles (which are masked).
Such is the sophistication of
this operaticn that in some
cases it is difficult for the
celebrities or their staff to
realize that the money that
they are getting
lien of using their
on social media is originat-
ing from Pakistan. We even
Tave proof of how eniploy-

ees of well- U5 and

mestic cyber warr
cultivating US and UK hased
“puhblie relations experts”
and obhying groups,
“What we are secing right
now {in context of the anti-
Trudia campaign on Twitter)

shared universal values of
freedomand demorracy.
Dir Jagannath Panda, wha
eenducted this dmteriiew, ls
Research Fellon:, MP-IL
L. Pande s a gjrecialist in East
Astan affrirs.

isagood plecfhow Pa-
kistan's investment is slowe-
ngresulta Lobbying and PR
groups sre approaching ce-
fehrities to put out contentin
suprport of the protesters, the
same is then being amplified
i Indlia through the steong

UK media outlets are talsing
finaneinl assistance from
these lobly proups o write
anti-Inclia pieces that in the
end suits the narrative Paki-
stan wands lo projagate,” the.
official added.

Psyehological warfare, as
perexperts, isa planned use
of propaganda and other
psychological operations to
influence the opinions, eme-
tions, attituces, and behay-
iour of people.

It is pertinent to mention
here that the relevant in-
telligence agencies have a
evher-desk fo counter such
psy-war operations, but
as recent incidents have
shown, have heen found to
b ineapable of hand ling the
challenge. According to the
afficial quoted, rather than
getting “dhsessed” about Pa-
Kistan's capahilities, Indian
policymalers need to focus
on i to reach a stage whene
India ean carry out an attaclk
without using physieal foree
andchrmage the enemy by us-
ingsocial media to conchact a
PEY-WaL

“Adot of chuming is needed
asnew people, whoareanare
of what and how to do, need
tohe brought in. Our palicy-
makers are still to wake up
to the damage that pey-war
car canse, Perhaps the recent
incidents will wale thenup,”
the official said.



